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PENNEY BUILDING IS CREDIT 
ID FIRMS WHO ERECTED IT
Hlodorn Features In Store Construction Used for the 

First Time In Torrance; Local Contractors Help. In 
.Work

Credit for the erection of the beautiful new store 
building for the J. C. Penney Company In Torrance 
should be given to Sidney J. Babcock, general con- 
t fact or, and a group of sub-contractors, whose repu­ 
tations for good workmanship and dependable ma­ 
terials has been recognized by the J. C. Penney Com* 
pany, 

.The new store building embodies everything that 
la new and modern In .scientific store planning and 
construction, and introduces many new features for 
the first time In Torrance;. , 
  There Is no wood construction .on the front of the 
building. 'Copper, galvanized iron and tile are used

THE BUILDERS
General Contractor   S 

McLay, Santa Ana.
Electrical Work  Torrs 

celina Ave., Torrance. 
Plumbing   Torrance P 

Ave., Torrauce. 
Lumber   Mullin-Hayes 

Ave-., Torrance; Bear Stat 
helm St., Long Beach. 

Hardwood Floors   Call 
Santa Ana. 

Millwork   Santa Ana I 
Sts., Santa Ana. 

Brick   Atkinson & Due 
St., Gardena. 

Tile Front  M. D. Moff
Beach. 

Painting  A. J. Mitche 
Ana.

idney J. Babcock, 201 North 

nice Electric Co., 1419 Mar- 

umblng Co., 1418 Marcelina

Lumber Co., 1752 Border 
e Lumber Co., 3229 E, Ana-

aham Bros., 307 Wright St., 

number Co., 4th and Artesia 

los, Western Aye.' and 176th 

tt, 1200 Redondo Ave., Long

1, 1932 tilson Drive, Santa
 '   ... -**»(!

exclusively in the front. The tile is of an uncommon 
variety, manufactured by Robt. Rossman, a New Jer­ 
sey manufacturer of front proof tiles and .one of the 
oldest firms In the tile business in the United States. 
New specifications of J. C. Penney Company store, 
according to Sidney J. Babcock, general contractor, 
require California tile products. 

The original building plans called for pine floors 
throughout, but after careful study, the owners of the 
building decided to use clear maple flooring laid on 
full wood Joists with. a two foot clearance from the 
ground. This will prevent dry rot and any possible 
danger, of termite infection. 

The roof is a nationally advertised brand and car­ 
ries a long guarantee. , i 

The new building is 30 feet wide by 140 feet long. 
There is a mezzanine 35 feet by 30 fe«t, and an office 
balomy, 17 feet by 30 feet. 

1 Details of the Interior of the J. C. Penney Com­ 
pany building are given in another story In this sec­ 
tion of the paper. 

In commenting upon the construction of the new 
building, Sidney J. Babcock, general contractor said, 
"Owing to the fact that we were unable to obtain 
Home of the materials and crafts in Torrance, It was 
necessary to go out of the community to get them. 
However, -it is the policy of the J. C. Penney Com­ 
pany to require the general contractor who secures 
tke job to give everything possible to the community 
in which the building is being built, providing of 
course, that all things are equal as to price and quali- 

" *•?•" - • '••'.' ,   
Elegant New Store 

Enhances Torrance
(Con. Ciow I'IIRC 1. This Section) 

' On, the left lit the head of (.his 
Isle is the hosiery department. A 
llplay cabinet ut the head of the 
iBle IH decked with fine hosiery. 

\dilltlonal fine hosiery' and more 
f the morn «vcry-day , variety Is 
ound on tho shelves behind th« 
jounter along the uisle. /Women's 
nd i!hlIdit>n'H hosiery nre' included. 

Other Department* 
The nuxt one encountered Is the 

4»ce goods department. Htretchlng 
'Ut entire length ot the room. RrHt 
r* BilkH. tliL'n woolens, then wash 
oods anil thun white goods. To- 
vurd the n-ur ure wheels, sheeting, 
owelH unil outings. 
At the reur IH u gicatly enlarged 

euui'liiiont ditvotcd to u complete 
u« uf drupel-leu und beddings. 
'omforteiB. plllowa, blankets and 
ine draperies ure featured. They 
re displayed on shelves and coun- 
»rs, 

On th« Mezzanine 
Continuing to thu mezzanine floor 

he raaily-to-weur department Is 
euclird. This depiirtmunt Is lilted 
ullh high quality linen carpets,' 
oft und durutile. In tho center of 
lie liu-ge room on thu second floor 
ubles carry displays of millinery. 
'lu> walls ur« lined with display 
»)ilHftx. At one Hide IH a row of 
Klips where fittings cun be made. 
HMr.tlM cnntor Is u special four- 
 fid,, alcove mirror. Thin mirror 
HtMn* three Het* of KluesoH, HO 
 (three persons may use it wlth- 
p'crowdliitf. The trlassuH In each 
Ejjpurtment ure so arranged as to 
*rf vleWs of dm Kttrment from 
Kftjrel antflos. 
 BhurliQut th« entire bulldlnir an 
^^ Uy adequate lighting Hygtiim 
 Rr Thu IlKlilliiK wuu ar- 
MWT'"''"!' scientific «liidy had 
bjrinlneil the number, locution 
5f sl»u of itleuli'lo lights that

In iuldUlo'1 to electric light*, u 
imbiir 01' *ky|lKht» und win- 
in . iiiiivMii ({noil minlltflil. III Ih.:
,.. -,,,.;... Ml ,,, |..llllOU-

i. .ylltrl't 
 illow

Tlit mitlro bullilliiK 1* vury ade- 
ui.-ly ventilated- U In lm*loJ by.

The ceilings aro of steel and are 
strongly built. Bvery possible safe­ 
ty factor has been provided, 

Fa«t C«ih Syttem 
'A carrier system for handling 

cash with seven ' carrier* lias been 
Installed. This new system Js 
among the most modern. 

P«nn«y M*rchandi*« 
More than 76 per cent of the 

merchandise handled In the etore 
_l)ear8 the J. C. . Penney , Com,p»py 
"label, according to ^uftlnsfin. This 
means that the merchandise has 
lucn manufactured under the di­ 
rect supervision of the company, 
Insuring uniform quality, he «- 
plained. 

The display windows at the front 
of the store are particularly, note­ 
worthy and among the finest In 
Nouthern California.

Buffington Sees Big 
Future in Torrance

(Con. from 1'age 1, This Section) 
Bible to do BO, all labor on the 
construction work Is contracted 
for among local builders, HI It Ig 
the policy of the J. C. I'ennvy. com­ 
pany. In all matters to ca-o*«rate 
with local Interests wherever pos­ 
sible. 

"We consider our store* to be on 
asset because they endeavor to 
bring constantly better value* to 
the community; they furnish reg­ 
ular, dependable employment to lo­ 
cal residents; they advertise heav­ 
ily In local newspapers, and they 
are Important factor* In local com­ 
munity, progrea*. 

"A manager 1* not only expected 
to verve hi* community through 
the efficient management of his 
store but also to represent the 
J. C. I'enney Company In the var­ 
ious civic activities furthering the 
duvelopmont of tin- community. 
The SUUCIM* of the store he man­ 
ages and in which he Is co-partner, 
Is hound up with the prog-re^* and 
development of the community, to­ 
ward which Ilia urganUtUlon muken 
every effort to contribute." 

Mr. liufflntfton extends a i-mdiul 
liivlltttlon to the public to attend 
their formal opening Thursday, eve­ 
ning (rom 7 p. in. to 1 p. i|i, and
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i The Counties
' (Continued)

, dollars damage. 
; Although geologists have assurec 
: Santa Barbarans that their city 

safer now than before the fatefu 
i earthquake, resident* still becomi 
i nervous_ at the slightest rattling o 
! their windows. 
' Last week windows rattled with 
j > in a six-mile radius of Santa Ba 
  bara; a few nervous women tele 
] phoned police headquarters, wer 
] assured no damage had been don 
j the city. The earth tremor Ustc< 
I only six seconds. 
I   ,*.**.
' At Mt. Wilson, near Pasadena 
1 the United States seismograph ap 
',   paratu* last week quivered, ind 
'' cated an earthshock three time 
' longer than the Santa Barbar 
; . tremor of two days before.. Pasa 
. dena windows rattled, but no worn 

en became alarmed.-

Tax Rates
Last week the following South 

ern California city tax rates' were 
announced: 

i Fontana. The greatest decrease 
'  in rate of the major districts in San 

Bernardino was that of Fontana, 
" where the new tax rate showed i 

; reduction of 82 cents under last 
year. Lowest now in total taxa- 

, tion in the County Will be Fonta­ 
na. The assessed value of this city 
has decreased $160,000 due to large 
numbers of new homes and poultry 
plants during ' the year. Further 
building is expected to bring the 
total assessed value to $2,000,000 
during the fiscal year. 

Manhattan Beach. Here the tax 
rate was unchanged, stable. The 
City Council decided to keep the 
present rate of $1.26 per $100 val­ 
uation. The first tax payment will 

, become delinquent on the first 
j . Monday in December. 
' Vernon. Townsmen last week 
j claimed to have the lowest tax 
' rate ' of any city in the State of 

California. The tax rate for the 
year 1929-30 is 35 cents per $100 
valuation. Added to this is a 6 
cent rate for sewer improvements. 

Chnla Vi«ta. When councilmen 
last week slashed the tax rate to 
$1.19, it became the lowest in the 
history of the City and of San 

j - ' Diego County. Last year'* rate 
! was $1.60 per $100 valuation. 
\ La Mesa. Taking the same ap- 
1 ' praisement which was established 
' two years ago, the City Council 
j voted to keep the same tax rate, 

$1.30. The Council ignored the lat- 
, est appraisement which Mcsans 

claim was twenty-five per cent 
higher than actual values.

j Low Dam Bidding
Traditional in California, in all 

the United States is the game, 
played by private contracting com­ 
panies, of making excessive profit* 
on government jobs. When the first 
bids came in a year ago for the new 
San. Gabriel Dam cement contracts, 
the lowest of them was $2.055 per 

>    barrel! Last week, answering the 
' ' re-advertised bids, C. R. Ross and 

Felix Kahn gave a low bid of $1.545 
per barrel, or $460,000 lower than 
last year'* low bid. Flood En- 

; gineer E. C. Eaton, in charge pf 
i proceedings, is determined to obtain 

the lowest possible bid before start- 
ing work on the dam, even to the 

  extent of building his own County 
| cement plant. 
1 Last .week. Supervisor Graves of. 
( ' the County Board said he thought 
i the cement for the dam should cost 
, only $1.25 or $1.30 per barrel f. o. b. 

Azusa. Said lie: ''if the Board of 
Supervisors sits tight and refused to 

> be stampeded into accepting a high 
  bid, the price vill come down. Even 

I the County could build a plant and 
i produce cement at that price. If 
' the County could do it, then the 
/ old-established cement companies 
|   (hould be able to do so and make 

* profit a* well." 
Engineer Eaton wa* still ponder- 

In   over the possibility of using » 
eilica co-mixture In the construc­ 
tion of the hew dam. This, he 
thinks, would bring down the cost 
considerably. .(See New* Review

Eaton learned the silica co-mixture 
could be obtained for $5.76 per ton. 
f. o. b. Azusa. When substituted 
for cement, the cost of the silica co- 
mixture amounts only to $1.15 per 

' barrel, much cheaper than th« pres- 
l ent low bid pf $1.54$ for .cement. 
  Other answers to the re-adverti»- 
' Ing of the bids ca,me from ,a com- 
; bination of the Riverside and Cali- 
, ' fornia Cement companies. , Their 

bid was $1.56 per barrel, or $5,369.- 
520 for the total amount. They said 
if the specification* w.e/e thaMy 
changed, then they could supply the 
cement 'for $1.40. But this i>- still 
above the jow pri9e of silica ̂ co- 

1 mixture. .... 
In th« Qtk'ig loom p6*lrbic'leg«l : 

complication*. While Ko>* ' and
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RAMONA'S HOME IN THE 5AN JACINTOS H [
:' . . . . here lived Ramona and her Indian lover, AletOnJro. ' : ({ { ! '

, i 
ahn's bid is lower than any in nel 

>rlce, it i* higher when calculated 
m a basis of f. o. b. Azusa. Rea- 
on: The contractors propose tc 
ect a mill tt the dam site ' and 

rind clinker furnished by the 
Southwestern Cement Company of 
ictorvitle. If the Board of Super- 
sors accept the bid of Ross and 
ahn, they must thus disregard two 
wer mill prices. , One of these is 
ie Riverside and, California .com- 
nies* $1.28 at the Riverside and 

olton mills. The othfr is the bid 
78 cents per barrel f. o. b. Ant- 

erp, Belgim, submitted by J, F. 
arson of San Francisco. 
Further complications arose when 
itorney Rcx.GobdjCeU addressed 

ie Board of Supervisor* on behalf 
Glenn Mprgan, Los Angeles 

elder for the cement contract, 
oodcell also said < he represented 

Eastern capitalists. 
3idder Morgan had offered ce- 
ent at $1.54 per barrel at Little 
ock, fifteen miles north of the dam 
te. on the Antelope Valley side of 
ie San, Gabriel Mountains. With 
ie aid of an aerial tramway, he 
id he could furnish cement at the 

am for $1.62 per barrel. This is 
'/i cents more than the prifc of- 
red by Ross and Kahn. 
But Attorney Goodcell brought to 

ie attention of the Supervisors the 
lue of subsidizing a new industry, 
what he termed the "wastelands" 
the County. This would make 

ssible, said Goodcell, the building 
the only cement mill in the Coun- 

Los Angeles County, he dis- 
osed, uses five times a* much ce- 
ent as any other county in the 
nited States; but Los Angeles 

"ounty does not produce a single 
larrel of cement, ' He suggested 
tat if the County subsidized Mor- 
an'i plant at Little Ro6k, it would 
cover more from taxes than the 
fference in price from the cement 

mrchased from it. 
The Board of Supervisors were 

ot especially favorable to Good- 
11'* ideas. Indication wa* that 
icy will not consider them further.

an Jacinto Park
Although northern California has 

or many a year claimed five State 
tarks, not one does the southern 
lalf of the State possess. Perturbed 

; the imminent loss to Southern 
California of many historic and ro­ 

mantic ipots, public-minded citizen 
lave long sought aid from the State 
o create a State park in the San 
acinto Mountains. Voted by the 
.egislature in 1928 was a $6,000,- 
X) park fund. Of this appropria- 
on, $100,000 ha* been promised to 
an Jacinto. 
Realizing the benefits to be 

ained by all Southern California, 
ie planning committe'e of Los Ah- 
eje*| Chamber of , Commerce last 
ortnight voted to indorse a move- 
ent rto raise $50^000 for the San 

aciuto park project. Also would 
icy actively ca.mlmign for funds in 
.of,An#eles County. Alert also to 
ie .region'* needs, the Riverside, 
ounty Board of Supervisors ha* 

ajjre«((|o appropriate $20,000.. j 
Monies raised by Riveraide and 

-os Angelei counties would he useij 
o purchase rights to 25,000, ajUJ- 
oiuy acres on ihb' western slone;<)f 
le^San' Jacinrop,   luNaci-pit »,I , flid 

/S.dOO acre* which the fcutc, will

purchase when and if the money 
Is forthcoming. 

To all centers of population will 
the new park be made accessible by 
means of several new and improved 
roads. Among these are the. Oak- 
cliff-Idyllwild road, a new scenic 
drive from Keen Camp to Palm 
Springs; the Banning-Idyllwild 
highway. 

Preserved for future generations 
will be the historic landmarks con­ 
nected with the story of Ramona 
and her Indian lover, Alesandro. 
It was to these same San Jacinto 
Mountain* that the couple fled. 
Here they built shelter, raised crops, 
saw death take away their only 
child. Here was Alesandro shot 
by Sam Temple; here h Ramona' 8 
grave. 

Still living in the region are de­ 
scendants of Sam Temple. Also, 
wrinkled and old, is a half-sister of 
Ramona herself, Palonia Luna. Ev­ 
ery year is the old Ramona legend 
made -to live again in the form of 
a pageant, at Hemet. 

For students of Indian lore or 
nature itself, the park site is of un- 
imited interest. The painted rock 

area, the steep side; of San Jacin-

ey, all are unexplored, replete with 
romance and sentiment.

Decrepit Bastile
When the City was still an in­ 

fant, LOS Angeles moved' her dozen 
horse thieves and desperados, her 
entire police force of less than a 
score, from the outgrown little 
four room ' building down by its 
Plaza to a dazzling, monstrous 
building on the outskirts of town, 
on First Street, between Broadway 
and Hilt streets. \ 

For several year* were police 
and prisoners almost lost in the 
new city jail building. Then grad­ 
ually the force was enlarged, more 
petty offenders and desperate cri­ 
minals were "enjoying" sojourn at 
the expense of the City: As the 
community's population increased 
by leaps and bound*, so did her un­ 
desirables, her guardians of the 
peace. 

And now must Los Angeles have 
a new jail, one that will be "fit for 
human habitation." Such was the 
verdict of the Board of Health 
Commissioner* last week in an 
order issued to the City Council, 
Police Commission, Chief of Police 
Oavis. It notified them to vacate 
the First Street building within 
ninety days a* it was "dangerous, 
unsanitary, unventilated, o v e r - 
crowded,; vermin infested, detri­ 
mental to life, unfit for -human oc­ 
cupancy." 

Next come* the question of 
where the money is to come from. 
In all probability it won't, say police 
official*. A temporary structure 
for minor offenders to be built near 
the Lincoln Height* division is .the 
only plan, yet submitted.,

Crops' <'fhr~uened
1C vir since tli« barren desert land 

of Imperial Valley began to "blos­ 
som a* a rose," land owners have 
been almost entirely dependent on 
Mexican labor. Became they are 
more accustomed to , the intense 
Ji.cn), bfc»n»e. American or  oriental 

WeffeW Uii> &2t work »««rljK no

cheaply, the Mexicans are practic­ 
ally indispensable to Valley grow­ 
ers. 

Drastic deportation measures by 
the United States Immigration Bu­ 
reau now threaten the vegetable 
crops of the entire regiqn, declared 
a resolution passed last week by the 
directors of the -Imperial Irrigation 
.District. 

Most of the laborers are imported 
for the picking season. They enter 
the country without passports, pay­ 
ing only a "head tax;" they return 
to Mexico after the season is over. 

Stated the resolution: Unless 
there is some effective action taken 
soon, Imperial Valley, heavily de­ 
pendent upon Mexican labor for 
harvesting' its vegetable crops, will 
suffer seriously this winter.!' Copies 
were sent to the U. S. Immigration 
Bureau, also to Senator Hiram 
J6'.msdn and Representative Phil D. 
Swing.

Miscellany
Thwarted Ambition

Pasqual Mcndrano of Cotton 
may be only a 10 year old little 
M«xican boy, but he has a sense of 
values. Like most little .boys his 
ambition in life was to be a railroad 
engineer. By way of preparation 
lie- was almost always to be found 
playing near the tracks at an inter­ 
section near hi* home. Every time 
a train went by, he would stop his 
play, gaze with longing eyes at the 
majestic figure in the engine who 
makes the train go." 

It was one day last week that it 
all happened. As usual the little 
bronzed lad was'.hovering near his 
beloved rails. Suddenly « narrow, 
child foot slipped into one of the 
switches; could not be- pulled out. 

Then Pasqual heaYd the train. It 
took him not a split second to com­ 
pare values. In a twinkling he 
threw hi* body to one jide, waved 
to the horrified engineer. 

At the. San Bernardino. County 
Hospital they amputated the lad's 
foot, announced that he would soon 
recover. But Pasqual Mendrano's 
ten-year-old heart is broken. He 
can never be a railroad engineer.

Canine Hero .
In the year* of the Great War 

when nation pitted against nation 
 U the destructive invention* of 
mankind, famed in the service of 
the Allied force* was the dog 
"Tackie." First of hii kind was he 
to venture out into shot-riddled No- 
M,.n'i-Land with messages, with 
dispatches for the French ,army. 

;Now Tacike in o|d ( and feeble. 
.Last iweek: the wa.r,-w,orn canine 
horo was failing, qear death. At 
Long Beach his .days are slowly 
coining to a close. Agd grieving 
and .caring for the dog is his owner; 
Kdwasd Mewbtgiii, fonucrly of ReJ: 
.land*; also mourning lu's passing arc 
the 2.15th Coast Artillery of the1 
Ctlifqnila National ' .Guard, Kor 
yqar* Tackie, has l«h,jhcir mascot, 
friend. Day ,in and day out did the

dog itand at attention when the fl*>   
wa* railed, lifted » paw In salute. 
And the choicest bone* in camp 
were hi*. ' . , ,   

Shortly after the war begin, 
Tackie, with twenty-four other 
Gruenwaldt Belgian shepherd dogt, 
entered war service. In a waterproof 
capsule, in his mouth, he carried (he 
first regimental message carried by 
any dog. Charmed seemed Tackie s 
life for never did » flying bit of 
shrapnel or a rain of machine gun 
bullet* ever strike him. Through 
shot and. shell he scampered un­ 
scathed. 

After the War, Edward New- 
b'egin, then of Redlanda, now of 
Ijbrig Beach, was appointed Tack- 
le'f guardian. Tackie received an 
honorable discharge from service, 
Was decorated by the King of Bel- 
glum, sent to reth-e. In Southern 
California. Now after ten yeari 
residence, worn and tired, Tackie i* 
 Jowly retiring .for good.

tto Pussy-Cat ft
; So integral a part of his work ii 

it, that bravery soon becomes a, 
habit with the average fireman. But 
when these guardians of public 
safety meet with a danger foreign 
to them, they often act just u 
would any other human being. 

, Terror was «truck to the stout 
hearts of Burbank firemen one day 
last week by a somewhat exptically 
marked pussy-cat. A brief hour 
previously, the intrepid gallants 
might have been dashing through * 
collapsing building With flames lick- 
Ing into their very faces. When 
they met thi* atrange foe, however, 
they stooped to the childish practice 
of, throwing stones; they even wept 
a few bitter tears bf fear, of anguish. 

Fireman Ben Snyder, it was, wlio 
wa* the most adventurous of the 
ot; he went closest in an effort to 
route the offending feline. To his 
rescue with sticks and stones came 
all the other station men. 

After the gory fray was oyer, 
Snyder wa* forcibly robbed of his 
raiment, given a very thorough 
bath. Never again, 'said he, will he 
allow his inherent sense of bravery 
to dominate him. But he can't' be 
really sorry it all hapened, for vic­ 
tory wa* his. Today the skin df a 
arge skunk is mounted in the sta­ 

tion's recreation room. ' '

Library Closed . .''
Brought to a 'close last mohth 

was the first full year of exhibition 
at the Henry E. Huntngton Lib­ 
rary and Art Gajlery at San Ma­ 
rino- To a, fitting' climax came the 
attendance record for August, with 
over 16,000 persons enjoying the 
galleries during that time. An 
average of 647 visitors were ad­ 
mitted each afternoon. 

From last October to August of 
this year the library was open to 
the public: it was closed last week 
for annual renovations; it reopens 
October 1. 
.Throughout the year, assert of­ 

ficials, demand for admission to the 
exhibition greatly exceeds the ca­ 
pacity of the galleries. In October, 
however, not so great Is- the de­ 
mand; Southern Californians inter­ 
ested may obtain admission more 
easily; they will have more leisure 
to ehjoy the exhibits. 

Now being issued are cards for 
next month. They will be sent to 
applicants who enclose addressed, 
stamped envelopes for reply.

Standard 
Oil

OF 
CALJFORNI .

Explanatory' circular on re- 
quett free telling how you 
may purchase for 20% (one- 
fifth) do ten— balance 20 
monthly payntynt*.
r)«. ...........:;..........     " 

«  ; : -  
AMr*» ....,.. ......            "

CUy ......................        " 

PhoM .....,..,.............        

NEVE & Cp.
'' Inc.. "" 

QROlrtlb i FtOOR^, 
FINANCIAL, CENTBR BLDO., 

' 704 S. Sprlbfc Bt., Lo. Anfele*
: 3.0 ,-« ,  » &V 3...P* 

ipUona 4S60 
i ! > «» Offlo.' ll? P.Qifi* South*"" 
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